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NY-NJ-CT 
Metropolitan Region 

Twenty-three Million  

Residents 
 

$1.3 Trillion Economy 
 

13,000 Square Miles 



RPA promotes growth while  

maintaining high quality of life 

• $75 billion in infrastructure  

investments since 1999 

• 1 million acres of protected open 

space 

• Acknowledged expert on 

assessing the regional impact of 

major development projects in 

the region 

• Community designs to promote 

sustainable growth locally  

Since 1922, RPA is an independent, non-partisan 

champion for major investments, development and 

conservation in the tri-state metropolitan region. 



The Three Regional Plans 

1929 1968 1996 



Topics for Discussion 

I. Global Competitiveness 
 

I. Poverty Reduction and Social Equity 

 

II. Climate Change and Sustainability 



How Can the New York Region 

Remain Globally Competitive? 

The region faces a new set of challenges: 

 

• Population growth and demographic change 

• Infrastructure reaching the limits of capacity 

• Inefficient land use 

• Shrinking open space 

• Climate change and energy scarcity 

• Uneven and inequitable growth patterns 

• Global competition 



The New York Region’s Growth – 2030 

New York Region  

3.8 million more people 

3 million more jobs 

New York City 

900,000 more people 

1.1 million more jobs 

Job growth drives economic growth – every 1,000 

jobs adds $100,000,000 to Gross Regional Product. 



Transit Today 

 

Transit Infrastructure 
Subway 

 

860 miles of track 

 

468 stations 

Commuter rail 

 
2,013 miles of track 

 

374 stations 

 



Transit Improvements 

Second Ave 

Subway 

Benefits 500,000 

commuters upon full 

completion 

Trans-Hudson 

Tunnel 

The ARC project, which 

would have doubled capacity, 

was cancelled in 2011 

Advocacy will pursue a new 

tunnel for both commuter and 

inter-city rail 

 

  

East Side 

Access 

150,000 riders save 

45 min/day 

60% increase in 

capacity 



Future of the Region’s Airports 

Air delays cost the region $2.6 billion per year, and will 

only get worse. We need the air capacity to support: 

 

• 78 more aircraft movements per hour (From 236 today) 

 

• 39 million more passengers 

 

• Reduced delays to 10 minutes or less, from 20+ now 



New Institutions and uses in 

Centers 

Strengthen the Region’s CBD 

Create Transit-Friendly 

Centers 
Invest in 11 Regional 

Downtowns 

Strengthen the Centers for 

Competitive Advantage 



Manhattan’s Far West Side 

Proposals for a football stadium would have limited 

the potential to create a third central business districxt  



Manhattan’s Far West Side 



Topics for Discussion 

I. Global Competitiveness 

 

I. Poverty Reduction and Social Equity 
 

II. Climate Change and Sustainability 



 

A $173 M partnership initiative for livability: 

Sustainable Communities integrates transportation, housing, 

and land-use planning on a local and regional scale. 

Sustainable Communities – A 

Comprehensive Approach 





Topics for Discussion 

I. Global Competitiveness 

 

I. Poverty Reduction and Social Equity 

 

II. Climate Change and Sustainability 



Storm Surge Risk 



Density is Sustainable 

The average greenhouse gas footprint of a New York 

City resident is only 29% of the US average. 
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Preserving Critical Landscapes 

The Third Regional Plan proposed Greensward –  

A 3 M acre network of protected natural resource systems.  

New York owns 

114,000 acres of 

preserved land in 

its watershed 

 

Cleaner and more 

cost effective than 

filtration plants 



Open space 

29,000 acres of parks 

city-wide  

One of the lowest 

per-person rates 

among major 

American cities 



PlaNYC 
New York City’s Sustainability Plan 



Released in 2007, PlaNYC was 

an unprecedented effort 

undertaken by Mayor Bloomberg 

to prepare the city for one million 

more residents, strengthen our 

economy, combat climate 

change, and enhance the quality 

of life for all New Yorkers.  

 

 

 

 

The Plan brought together over 

25 City agencies to work toward 

the vision of a greener, greater 

New York. Since then, we have 

made significant progress 

towards our long-term goals. 





Climate 

Change 



Climate change and dependence on 

imported oil  
Population growth and growing 

diversity 

Globalization and the rise of megaregions Deep economic recession, housing 

crisis, public sector fiscal constraints 



Northeast 

Great Lakes 

Piedmont 

Atlantic 

Florida 

Gulf Coast 

Texas Triangle 

Front Range 

Sun Corridor 

S. California 

No. California 

Cascadia 



 



WESTERN EUROPE 

  16.4% area 

  18.1% population 

  23.7% GDP 

JAPAN 

  162.9% area 

  56.5% population 

  85.8% GDP 

NORTHEAST   237,700 mi2  -  50 million people  -  $2.59 trillion GDP 



POPULATION ECONOMY 

50 million people 

7 densest states in the country  

 (and 9 of the top 11) 

$2.59 trillion GDP 

20% of US economic output 

162 Fortune 500 headquarters 

70 million people $7+ trillion GDP 

2050: 2050: 

Current: Current: 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 



High Speed Rail is the Mode of Choice in 

Megaregions 



WASHINGTON, DC 

106 miles 

801,400 daily riders 

PHILADELPHIA 

450 miles 

526,400 daily riders 

NEW YORK 

2,361 miles 

8,384,193 daily riders 

BOSTON 

432 miles 

867,800 daily riders 

BALTIMORE 

232 miles 

124,300 daily riders 



PLANNING FOR A  

NEW ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY 

Reconnect + Revitalize Underperforming Cities 

Access New Markets and 

Job Centers 

Take Advantage of Stronger 

Economic Agglomerations 

Expand Innovation Networks 

Expand 

Housing and 

Job Location 

Options 



INNOVATION NETWORKS 

Top 20 World Research 

Universities 

Harvard  University 

Stanford University 

University of California, Berkeley 

University of Cambridge 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

California Institute of Technology 

Columbia University 

Princeton University 

University of Chicago 

University of Oxford 

Yale University 

Cornell University 

University of California, Los Angeles 

University of California, San Diego 

University of Pennsylvania 

University of Washington 

University of Wisconsin – Madison 

University of California, San Francisco 

The Johns Hopkins University 

The University of Tokyo 

Source: Shanghai Jiao Tong University (2007). "Academic Ranking of World Universities" 



 

Baltimore New Haven 

Stamford New York City 

SUSTAINING LIVIBILITY, SENSE OF PLACE OF BOTH  

FIRST AND SECOND TIER CITIES 



Toward a 4th Regional Plan for NY 
• Key Issues to be Addressed: 

1. Maintaining NY’s place in global economy 

2. Sustaining the region’s livability and 
efficiency 

3. Bringing millions of immigrants into 
region’s mainstream 

4. Climate adaptation strategy 

5. Implementing “smart region / smart city 
technologies 

6. Adapting the region to the new lifrestyle 
preferences and work patterns of 
Millennials  

 



                             

www.RPA.org 

www.America2050.org 


